dealer, the brothers have standordized therr brand names, inchuding
thear harvesters amd windrowers, This allows them o roduce the sire
of their parts inventory. Their harvesters are Lockwood; the windrow-
ers e Spudnik, They also ovwn a Hamston Clod Hopper,

Welcome Inspection Visits

“Haome of our custmers visil each vear o see how the oop =
commg and how we are doing.” Mick relofes. “They want o make
surg wig are paving atienton 1o deladl, That's so important, because if
a commercial grower does have a seed issue affecting his crop, it is
wdmosd impossible 1o fix during the current production vear, Knowing
thas, customers wanl 1o make sure that they are puschasing the hest
possible prochect. We try to keep in close contact with them and wel-
come and encoursge therr Feedback, both on quality s well o e
sErvices we provide"”

As prowers well know, the market now demands trocesbal-
iny, anather service that the Schutter brodhers can document with
exnciness.

W keep meticulows reconds,” Sid points ous, “We can go back
10 years on any field and tell vou what was grovwn there and can
trace any podito bt back to its orgme Growing certified seed pota-
tres e Montana makies most of thit preity simple, bocase the sabe
has a ome-way street with ils cericabion lvws, Any secd grown m
Mot has to oome through Montana Stre Universiny s (MSL)
peetatas lab and preenhouse, where it is cleaned wp and then released as
disense free”

Tee Schistters have deeir oavm Bisset Burbank sefection stored 2
MSLL. Each vear, microtubers from thai selection are planted m ihe
family’s on-farm greenhouse, Later, the plantlets are transplanied into
the field as pan of their carly generation prosgram,

Whik: the brothers sell mamly Generation 3 sead 1o commeencial
customers, they also supply earlier gemeration seed to other foun-
datiom growers. Their primary markets ane Washingion, Oregon,
Wisconsin, North Daketa, Mortana and Idabo, bt they also have
customers m other produciion arcas.

Wheat, Barloy and Dther Crops

Between John, Jr, CHT, Nick, Sid arad Carl, 9,000 to 10,006 acres
of prime formlond is under pivot irrigation, nacst on pécturesgue hills
that appear te rell on with ne end in sight. In addition to potatoes,
the Schutters grow wheat, barkey and a Emited acreage of dry edible
peas. Johm, I, also grows garbano beans.

Thee whaeat is primarily grown for the seed market. The familby has
s o seed cleaning operstion, John also i affilioted with an outside
commmsercial seed cleaning conspany.

As the vears havie rolled by, the brothers — they have fanmed
together For more than 30 vears now — have masried {ll but Carl) and
have chibdren of their own, Others ore working on the famm or have
expressed the desing 1o come back afler finishing their schooling,

“We do hope that some of our kids can raise thear childnon here.
This 15 o wordarful community m which fo live,” Cliff says, “As o
family, all of us care about our community and the arca in which we
Fiwe, Wie have given service here, from serving on planning boards
and conservation districts 1o our [ocal churches, Several hove also
served in various responsibilitees with the National Potato Council
and LS, Potato Boand” g



